ENGAGEMENT ON
REMEDIATION OF
CONTAMINATED
SITES IN BC
GOAL OF ENGAGEMENT
WHO WE ARE
The Land Remediation Section of the Ministry of Environment and Climate
Change Strategy (ENV) ensures protection of human health and the environment
by regulating the identification, investigation, and cleanup of contaminated sites
in British Columbia.

WHAT WE ARE DOING
ENV is continuing in-depth Indigenous engagement as part of implementing
the B.C. Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act with the goal of
incorporating Indigenous traditional knowledge, views and interests into future
policies and laws relating to the identification, investigation, and remediation of
contaminated sites.
The engagement will focus on the following specific topics related to remediation
of contaminated sites:
• Groundwater protection for future drinking water use and adaptation of
remedial approaches to account for impacts of climate change; and
• Site investigation policies.
CAPACITY BUILDING
The ministry is also offering two training sessions focusing on new soil
relocation laws coming into effect on March 1, 2023. These sessions will be
about 1.5 hours long and will include demonstrations of the new
Soil Relocation Information System.

To build on what we have heard from past
engagements and gain greater insight and
feedback from Indigenous Peoples that will
inform opportunities to improve the regulation
of contaminated sites. To ensure success of future
amendments to the Environmental Management
Act and Contaminated Sites Regulation we are
seeking Indigenous perspectives on:
• Making contaminated sites climate ready
• Investigating contaminated sites

HOW YOU CAN
PARTICIPATE
B.C. Indigenous Peoples including governments,
communities, organizations, youth and Elders are
invited to participate in small group sessions with
an experienced Indigenous Facilitator. Sessions
will be 2 hours in length, include breakout
sessions and will be documented by a
graphic recorder.

THE FOLLOWING SESSIONS ARE PLANNED:
Session 1:

Session 2:

Making Contaminated Sites Climate Ready

Investigating Contaminated Sites

Monday, November 14
(1:00pm-3:00pm)

OR

Wednesday, November 16
(10:00am-12:00pm)

Thursday, November 17
(1:00pm-3:00pm)

OR

Monday, November 21
(10:00am-12:00pm)

Session 3:

Session 4:

Soil Relocation Changes in B.C.

Final Wrap-Up and Report Back

Wednesday, December 7
OR
(1:00pm-2:30pm)

Friday, December 9
(10:00am-11:30am)

Tuesday, December 13
(1:00pm-3:00pm)

Choose the date and time to attend each session that best suits your schedule.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER:

submit.digital.gov.bc.ca/app/form/submit?f=5ed3e61c-32a3-435b-be48-4d77b7ee33db
If you are unable to join a session, please consider submitting a written response to: site@gov.bc.ca

NEW REGULATIONS FOR
SOIL RELOCATION
WHAT IS SOIL RELOCATION?
The soil relocation process is a series of legal provisions in the Environmental
Management Act (EMA) and Contaminated Sites Regulation (CSR) that ensure
non-waste quality soil is characterized before it is relocated to receiving sites for
beneficial re-use. The process includes provisions for notification and for registration of
high volume receiving sites.

SOIL RELOCATION
PROCESS

Notification is
not required

Notification is required when:
• Relocating 30 m3 or more of non-waste
quality soil; and
• Relocating soil from sites with a history of specific
industrial or commercial uses.

Soil removal is
required from
a site

Commercial/
industrial activity
AND
≥30 m3?

Conduct soil
analysis

Exceed
applicable land
use standards at
receiving site?

EMA
Environmental Management Act

Regulated under
EMA/WDR authorization.

>20,000 m3
proposed for
deposit?

CSR
Contaminated Sites Regulation
Additional
requirements
under CSR

WDR
Waste Discharge Regulation
ENV
Ministry of Environment and
Climate Change Strategy

Relocate soil in
accordance with
municipal bylaws etc.

THE NEW SOIL RELOCATION PROCESS
Changes to EMA and the CSR will come into effect on March 1, 2023. These changes
will bring the relocation of non-waste quality soil under increased ministry oversight.
Persons relocating 30 m3 or more of non-waste quality soil must follow the new soil
analysis and notification requirements. Procedures for compliance verification and
enforcement are also being implemented.

Notify ENV
one week prior
to relocation

WHAT IS REQUIRED IF RELOCATING SOIL
FROM SCHEDULE 2 SITES?
If a person intends to relocate 30 m3 or more of soil from a site where a Schedule 2
industrial or commercial use occurred, they must first:
•Analyze the soil to determine if it is non-waste quality in relation to the receiving site; and
•Submit a soil relocation notification form through an online system.

Requirements for soil relocation do not apply when:
• the receiving site is outside of BC;
• the receiving site is on federal land, other than a reserve;
• quarry material has been extracted under a Mines Act permit and
is transported directly to a receiving site;
• preload soil originates from non-Schedule 2 use site;
• the soil is winter maintenance sand; and
• the total volume is less than 30 m3 for the same project over 2 years
(for non-high risk sites).

HIGH VOLUME SITES
Sites that receive more than 20,000 m3 of non-waste quality soil are
called high volume receiving sites. The owner of a high volume
receiving site is required to register the site by submitting a High
Volume Receiving Site Registration Form to ENV. Owners are further
required to implement a soil management plan developed by a
Qualified Professional and signed by an Approved Professional.
High volume receiving sites must be managed in accordance with
that soil management plan until the site is closed. In addition, soil
containing organic substances is not allowed within 10 metres of a
water body.

High volume site requirements do not apply when:
•The soil being relocated is low impact soil (residential, urban park,
agricultural or wildlands soil qualities);
•The soil being relocated for the purpose of constructing or maintaining
linear infrastructure including a highway, transit system, pipeline, sewage
collection system, a drainage collection system that is below ground, a
water distribution system, an electricity transmission or distribution system,
a telecommunications line or tower, a right of way required for
infrastructure, or a dyke or other structure constructed to prevent flooding
or erosion.

SOIL RELOCATION INFORMATION SYSTEM

A Soil Relocation Information System (SRIS) has been established to allow
Indigenous Nations, local governments and other interested parties to
access information on soil relocation.

The information in this document does not modify in any way the requirements of EMA, the CSR and the WDR.

INVESTIGATING
CONTAMINATED SITES
WHAT IS SITE INVESTIGATION?
Site investigation is a process used to gather detailed
information about potentially contaminated sites.
These investigations are carried out by qualified
environmental professionals.

SITE INVESTIGATION PROTOCOL
Protocols describe technical and
administrative procedures that must be
followed when completing certain tasks.

The Ministry of Environment and
Climate Change Strategy wants to create
a protocol for site investigation that will
set clear requirements for collecting and
testing soil, water, sediment, and vapour
samples while ensuring Indigenous
perspectives are considered.
The Site Investigation protocol will:
•include requirements that reflect Indigenous needs, interests, and perspectives
•improve the consistency and merit of data collection and reporting of site
investigations carried out by qualified professionals;
•improve the ministry’s ability to protect human health and the environment
through compliance and enforcement; and
•reduce the backlog of contaminated sites applications by decreasing service
response times.

WHAT TO INCLUDE?
The content of the protocol will be determined through consultation and
collaboration with Indigenous partners.

Requirements that already exist in other ministry protocols, technical guidance
documents and websites will be moved into the new protocol. A review of other
government approaches to site investigation is also underway.

STAGES OF SITE
INVESTIGATION
Stage 1 Preliminary site
investigation
Review of historical records to
determine site use and potential for
contamination
Stage 2 Preliminary site
investigation
Collect and analyze samples to confirm
site contamination

Detailed site investigation
Final stage of site investigation to find
the extent of contamination

Confirmation of remediation
Confirm the site is cleaned up

MAKING CONTAMINATED
SITES CLIMATE READY
THE ISSUE: Contaminated sites can be cleaned up in a number of different
ways, but none of them take into account the effects of climate change so a
cleaned up site may not be safe for future use.

Contaminated
Sites in BC

Remediation
Strategies:

Current legal
requirements for
management and
remediation of
contaminated sites
do not account for
effects of climate
change events.

· Excavation
· Risk assessment
· On-site
remediation

THE END GOAL: To ensure continued
protection of human health and the
environment under changing climates.

Goals:

Considerations:
· Protecting groundwater
· Protecting human health and the environment
· Sustainable remediation technologies

New regulations needed
for management of
contaminated sites under
a changing climate.

How does Climate Change Affect Contaminated Sites?

Possible impacts from:
· Sea level rise

· Flooding

· Fire

· Drought

Get involved and have your say about the recently published discussion paper
Making Contaminated Sites Climate Ready.
The paper summarizes ideas to ensure the cleanup efforts of contaminated sites adapt to our changing climate.
The paper has 2 main topics:
•How to incorporate climate change adaptation and
sustainability into B.C.’s existing contaminated sites framework

•What remediation requirements need to be
strengthened to protect groundwater quality

In developing the principles, key concepts and outcomes, the Ministry considered:
•Climate Preparedness
Adaptation Strategy
(CPAS) objectives

•The Ministry’s
mandate

•Messages heard
through Indigenous
engagement

•Approaches of other
governments

•Land remediation
experts

VISIT GOVTOGETHERBC TO LEARN MORE AND SHARE YOUR IDEAS AND PERSPECTIVES.

